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  It is a dreadful mistake to pursue the study of systematic theology in such a way as to separate the Bible or the revelation of God from God Himself! Today we must
heed the warning not to separate the Word of God from Christ. God's word is His breath, and His word is something out of Himself which not only expresses Himself, but
also imparts Himself to us so that we may receive Him. If we take God's word only as dead letters, we shall become today's Judaizers, those who are zealous for the
knowledge of the law, but who are not truly seeking God out of a loving heart. But if we take the Word as God's breath and are thereby infused with His substance, we
shall become today's psalmists, His loving seekers.
 When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, the Judaizers were not willing to contact Him in a positive way. They wanted to know the Bible, but they were seeking the
knowledge of the Scriptures apart from Christ. For this reason, the Lord Jesus said to them, "You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal
life, and it is these that testify concerning Me; and you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life" (John 5:39-40). We also may be those who seek the
knowledge of the Bible apart from the Lord Himself. It is definitely possible to read the Bible apart from Christ. But if we pray-read the Word, we shall be in contact with
the Lord as we read the Word. This is the reason we treasure pray-reading.
 We have seen that the word of the Lord Jesus in John 14:21 and 23 is similar to that uttered by the Lord in 20:4-6. In 20:4-6 the Lord said that if we love Him, He will
show mercy unto a thousand generations. In John 14 the Lord Jesus said that if we love Him and keep His word, He and the Father will love us and make Their abode
with us.
 http://www.lctestimony.org/
 http://www.biblesforamerica.org/FreeLiterature/Default.aspx
 http://www.lifestudy.com/
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