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  Why all of the hate against the places call "smoke pits." I keep seeing names like Cagney's, Shenanigan's, Pink Pony, Big Dawg's, Connolly's, RIPS etc. getting bashed
and that's unfair. They have their place for bands trying to get their act together. They don't have to be traps if you know when to step away.

 You're right the smoke sucks. I really can't defend that but that is nothing new with bars. The people at those places are cool and $600 per band is comparable to Lulu's
without all of the parking BS. That "show stopping bassist" would be very lucky to be on that tour you mentioned. A lot of great players don't even have.
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