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So Vladimir Putin in his U.N. address summarized his indictment of a U.S. foreign policy that has
produced a series of disasters in the Middle East that we did not need the Russian leader to describe for
us.

Fourteen years after we invaded Afghanistan, Afghan troops are once again fighting Taliban forces for
control of Kunduz. Only 10,000 U.S. troops still in that ravaged country prevent the Taliban's triumphal
return to power.

A dozen years after George W. Bush invaded Iraq, ISIS occupies its second city, Mosul, controls its
largest province, Anbar, and holds Anbar's capital, Ramadi, as Baghdad turns away from us -- to Tehran.

The cost to Iragis of their "liberation"? A hundred thousand dead, half a million widows and fatherless
children, millions gone from the country and, still, unending war.

How has Libya fared since we "liberated" that land? A failed state, it is torn apart by a civil war between
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On Monday, the wedding party of a Houthi fighter was struck by air-launched missiles with 130 guests
dead. Did we help to produce that?

What does Putin see as the ideological root of these disasters?
"After the end of the Cold War, a single center of domination emerged in the world, and then those who
found themselves at the top of the pyramid were tempted to think they were strong and exceptional, they

knew better."

Then, adopting policies "based on self-conceit and belief in one's exceptionality and impunity,” this
"single center of domination," the United States, began to export "so-called democratic" revolutions.

How did it all turn out? Says Putin:

"An aggressive foreign interference has resulted in a brazen destruction of national institutions. . . .
Instead of the triumph of democracy and progress, we got violence, poverty and social disaster.

Nobody cares a bit about human rights, including the right to life."

Is Putin wrong in his depiction of what happened to the Middle East after we plunged in? Or does his
summary of what American interventions have wrought echo the warnings made against them for years
by American dissenters?

Putin concept of "state sovereignty" is this: "We are all different, and we should respect that. No one has
to conform to a single development model that someone has once and for all recognized as the right

one."

The Soviet Union tried that way, said Putin, and failed. Now the Americans are trying the same thing, and
they will reach the same end.

Unlike most U.N. speeches, Putin's merits study. For he not only identifies the U.S. mindset that helped
to produce the new world disorder, he identifies a primary cause of the emerging second Cold War.

To Putin, the West's exploitation of its Cold War victory to move NATO onto Russia's doorstep caused
the visceral Russian recoil. The U.S.-backed coup in Ukraine that overthrew the elected pro-Russian
government led straight to the violent reaction in the pro-Russian Donbas.

What Putin seems to be saying to us is this:

If America’s elites continue to assert their right to intervene in the internal affairs of nations, to make them



conform to a U.S. ideal of what is a good society and legitimate government, then we are headed for
endless conflict. And, one day, this will inevitably result in war, as more and more nations resist America's
moral imperialism.

Nations have a right to be themselves, Putin is saying.

They have the right to reflect in their institutions their own histories, beliefs, values and traditions, even if
that results in what Americans regard as illiberal democracies or authoritarian capitalism or even Muslim
theocracies.

There was a time, not so long ago, when Americans had no problem with this, when Americans accepted
a diversity of regimes abroad. Indeed, a belief in nonintervention abroad was once the very cornerstone
of American foreign policy.

Wednesday and Thursday, Putin's forces in Syria bombed the camps of U.S.-backed rebels seeking to
overthrow Assad. Putin is sending a signal: Russia is willing to ride the escalator up to a collision with the
United States to prevent us and our Sunni Arab and Turkish allies from dumping over Assad, which could
bring ISIS to power in Damascus.

Perhaps it is time to climb down off our ideological high horse and start respecting the vital interests of
other sovereign nations, even as we protect and defend our.
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